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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES 
AND QUERIES. 



Pittsylvania County Militia Officers, 1775. 



(From copy in Deed Book 4. Contributed by Mrs. N. E. Clement, 

Chatham, Va.) 



At a meeting of the Committee of Pittsylvania county on Wed. 27th 
Sept. 1775, the following gentlemen were nominated as Officers for the 
Militia Agreeable to the Ordinance of Convention viz: 

John Donelson Esq. County Lieut. 

Robt. Wm. [Williams] Esq. colo. of the county. 

Wm. Tunstall Esq. Lieut. Col. 

John Wilson Esq. Major. 

Benj. Lankford, Peter Perkins, Francis Luck, James Lyon, Robt. 
Hairston, Robt. Woods, Dan'l Shelton, Jesse Heard, Frederick Rives, 
John Donelson, Jr., Archilaus Hughes, Joseph Martin, John Dix, Wm! 
Witcher, Gabriel Shelton, Henry Williams, John Salmon, Robt. Payne, 
Jonathan Hanby, Wm. Peters Martin, Jehu Morton, Charles Connors) 
Richard Gwynne, John Smith, Edmund Lyne, Joshua Ashton and James 
Hix, captains ; Stephen Coleman, Joseph Terry, Thomas Withers, Wil- 
liam Ward, Robt. Boreman, Thorn. Smith, Chas. Burke, Rodlett Wil- 
liams, Samuel Shields, John Strong, Spencer Shelton, Reuben Payne, 
Beverly Shelton, John Morton, Isaac Clements, Jas. George, Tully 
Choice, Jun'r., Edmund Cheat, Thomas Jones, Sen'r, George Hairstone, 
Bryce Martin, David Lanier, George Waller, John Cunningham, Fred'- 
erick Fulkerson, Elisha Shelton, Benjamin Hursley, Lieuts.; Chas. Irby, 
Joseph Terry (son of Joseph), George Carter, William Beaan, Samuel 
Boiling, Thorn. Black, Jno. Wynne, Wm. Dix, John Fulton, Thorn. 
Smith, Edmund Taylor, Armistead Shelton, John Payne, Lyrus Roberts, 
Wm. Short, Joseph Farrer, Wm. Estes, Levinfield Heit, Peter Yorda'- 
man, Jas. Poteet, Jno. Wells, Jas. Taylor, Jas. Anthony, David Chock- 
well, Jno. Parr, Leo. Carter, Jno. Renfro, Ensigns.. 

At Court held for Pitts, co., 27th Feb. 1777. 

The within List was Returned & ordered to be recorded. 

Test: 

Wm. Tcnstall. 
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Paxton's "Marshall Family "—McClanahan Correction. 

I should like to correct an error in the book " The Marshall Family," 
written by Mr. W. M. Paxton, of Platte City, Mo., and published in 
1SS5, regarding Thomas McClanahan (No. 11S, page SS) of Bourbon 
county, Ky. 

Mr. Paxton has gotten this Thomas McClanahan confused with 
Thomas McClanahan of Simpson county, Ky. Thomas Marshall Smith, 
who wrote " Legends of the War of Independence," published in Louis- 
ville, 1855, has fifty pages concerning the life of Thomas McClanahan, 
son of the Rev. William McClanahan and Mary Marshall. 

The Thomas McClanahan referred to in Mr. Smith's book was born 
in Westmoreland county, Va., 17S3, was the son of Rev. William 
McClanahan and his wife Mary Marshall ; married, first, Ann Green, 
1778, moved to Kentucky in 17SS, and died there October 15, 1S45, •" 
Simpson county, and was buried there. He had by his first wife, Ann 
Green, seven children, who were Smith, John, Nancy, Lucy, Jane, Liza 
and Martha. By his second wife, Tabitha Williams, whom he married 
in 1817, he had Hulda, Arden, Thomas, Henrietta, Mary and Tabitha. 

Thomas McClanahan, of Simpson county, Ky., applied for a pension 
as a soldier in the Revolutionary War, September 10, 1S32, and this was 
allowed. This was about twenty-four years after the death of Thomas 
McClanahan of Bourbon county, Ky. 

Mr. Smith in his book asks, on page 304, that he " be allowed to 
transcribe in the language of old Captain McClanahan a description of 
Harmer's defeat," and that he had heard him at the age of seventy de- 
scribe this incident. Thomas McClanahan, of Bourbon county, Ky., 
died at the age of about fifty years. 

Mr. Paxton must have had a copy of the Simpson county man's pen- 
sion record, as he says on page 89 of "The Marshall Family": "He 
seems to'have had seven children, but the will does not name them dis- 
tinctly." Thomas McClanahan's (of Simpson county, Ky.,) pension 
paper states that he had seven children (seven by his first wife)— no 
names given. 

Thomas McClanahan's (of Simpson county) pension record states that 
he enlisted the last of summer or first of fall, in 1775, for twelve months 
as a private in Capt.- John Green's company, and in Col. Patrick Henry's 
regiment ; then for two years under Capt. William Barrett and Col. Alex- 
ander Spottsvvood; was in the war until April, 177S; at the battle of 
Harmer's defeat, in Miami Towns, under Capt. Davis Thorp ; was also 
a spy in General Wayne's expedition under Gen. Charles Scott in 1793- 

Thomas McClanahan of Bourbon county, Ky., whose will was pro- 
bated February, 1S09, was not the son of Rev. William McClanahan Oi 
Culpeper county, Va., and Mary Marshall, nor is he the one written 
about in Thomas Marshall Smith's book. 
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This correction is made by virtue of knowledge acquired from pen- 
sion papers, family records and Mr. Caswell Carter, a great grandson 
of Thomas McClanahan, who is still living at the age of seventy-six, in 
Simpson county, Ky., and who remembers his great grandfather, has 
recently visited his grave, and also knew Thomas Marshall Smith, and 
knows that the Thomas McClanahan described in Smith's book, 
" Legends of the War of Independence," was his great grandfather, 
who lived and died in Simpson county Ky., October 15, 1845. 

Thomas McClanahan of Bourbon county, Ky., may have been a 
cousin of Thomas McClanahan of Simpson county, Ky., as he came 
from the same locality in Virginia, but Mr. Paxton in writing "The 
Marshall Family" has undoubtedly put the history of the Simpson 
county man under the Bourbon county, Ky., man. 

Judge Smith McClanahan of Franklin, Simpson county, Ky., is a grand- 
son of Thomas McClanahan of Simpson county, and is still living. 

Thomas McClanahan. who died October 15, 1845, is buried six miles 
west of Franklin, Ky., and his grave has been marked by Judge McClan- 
ahan and some ol his other descendants. 

J. Auger Stewart. 

Louisville, Ky., February 13, 191 1. 



ENGLISH RECORDS RELATING TO VIRGINIA. 

(From Report of Royal Historical Manuscripts Commission. The Man- 
uscripts of the Earl of Dartmouth, Vol. II.) 

Richard Oswald to Lord Dartmouth. 

1775, February 9. Achincrue near Ayr. — Having been a Merchant in 
London for 29 years offers his Lordship the enclosed sentiments on the 
state of American Commerce. Remarks on American affairs in general. 

Autograph letter signed. 6}4 quarto pages. 

[Letter and enclosure reproduced in B. F. Steven's Fac-similes of 
Manuscripts in European Archives relating to America.] 

Endorsed: Rich'd Oswald, 9 Feb'y 1775. 

Enclosure •' 

Richard Oswald, Thoughts on the State of America. Suggestions as 
to sending over a private agent to Virginia to endeavour to detach it from 
the other provinces in acceding or cordially co-operating with them in the 
second intended Congress. (P. 268) 

Jambs Abbrcromby to [Lord Dartmouth], 

1775, February 13. Oxenden Street.— Recommending Mr. G. Corbin 
to be of the Council in Virginia. 
Autograph letter signed. 1 quarto page. (P. 269) 



310 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

[Gawin Corbin, son of Richard Corbin, of "Laneville," King and 
Queen county, Receiver General of Virginia, was, in accordance with 
this recommendation, appointed to the Council and was the last man 
added to that body during the colonial period. 

He was educated in England and returned to Virginia about 1761, 
where be resided at " Buckingham House," Middlesex county. He was 
a burgess for Middlesex at the sessions of November, 1766, March, 1776, 
March, 1768, May, 1769, November, 1769, May, 1770 and July, 1771. He 
married Joanna, daughter of Robert Tucker, of Norfolk, Va. 

The following family record is taken from a paper once in the posses* 
sion of a granddaughter of Gawin Corbin: 

Gawin Corbin returned from England, Aug. 6th, 1761. Married Jo- 
anna Tucker, November 17th. 1762. 

[Births] 

Bettie Tayloe Corbin daughter of Gawin and Joanna Corbin, born 
March 28, 1764 at 8 min. past 5 o'clock in the morning. God-fathers: 
Col. Robert Tucker and Capt. Constantius John Phipps; God-mothers : 
Mrs. Bettie Corbin and Mrs. Joanna Tucker. 

Ann Corbin, daughter of Gawin and Joanna Corbin born Dec. 17, 1757 
[1767] at 40 mim. after 1 o'clock in the morning. God-fathers: Carter 
Braxton and Tayloe Corbin Esqrs. God-mothers: Mrs. Bettie Corbin 
and Mrs. Eliza Braxton. 

Felicia Corbin daughter of Gawin and Joanna Corbin born Feb. 6th, 
1770 at 25 mins. past 5 o'clock in the morning. God-fathers: Richard 
Corbin Esq. and Dr. Robert Spratt. God-mothers: Miss Alice Corbin 
and Jane Tucker. 

Jane Lane Corbin, daughter of Gawin and Joanna Corbin born Oct. 
3d, 1772 at 11 o'clock in the morning. God-fathers: John Tayloe Corbin 
and Thomas Corbin Esqrs. God-mothers: Mrs. Maria Corbin and Miss 
Courtney Tucker. 

Richard Henry Corbin son of Gawin and Joanna Corbin born Aug. 
4th, 1775 at 4 o'clock in the morning. God-fathers: The Hon. Ralph 
Wormeley and Mann Page of North River Esqrs. God-mothers: Mrs. 
Sarah Tayloe and Miss Alice Corbin. 

Jane Corbin daughter of Gawin and Joanna Corbin born Sept. 8, 1777 
at night. God-fathers: George Bird and R. Corbin Tucker Esqrs. 
God-mothers: Miss Ann Tucker, Bettie Braxton, Jane Wormeley and 
Eliza Robinson. 

Of his daughters: Betty, said to have married George Lee Turber- 

ville; Felicia married Orris Chilton, and another married Beale. 

The following is the inscription on the tomb of Gawin Corbin: 

(Corbin arms) 
'Till the trump of the Most High shall awaken him 
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To a glorious immortality 

The sole reward 

To such exemplory virtue, 

Here rests 

The body of Col. Gawin Corbin 

The eldest son of 

Col. Richard Corbin, and 

The presumptive heir 

Of the family. 

He received a liberal education 

in England And by his merits was promoted to the 

Highest honors of his country 

As a Councellor 

He was impartial, learned, judicious 

As a man 
He was generous, open, unaffected. 

Whilst he lived 

He was admired, loved, respected. 

When he died 

He was envied, [?] honored, and lamented 

His dissolution happened on July loth 

in the 39th year, seventh month 

and fourth day of his age.] 

[The year of death not given in copy, but is stated to have been July 
10, 1779.] 



The Earl of Dunmore to Lord Dartmouth. 

1775, May 1. Williamsburg— No. 26. Gives details of the insurrec- 
tion of the people in consequence of his requesting Lieutenant Collins 
to remove some gunpowder from a magazine here to the " Fowey " 
man-of-war. Further disturbances expected. Has applied to General 
Gage for assistance, also to Admiral Graves for one of his large ships. 
Personal danger of himself and other Government officers. The neces- 
sity of maintaining the King's authority in this province by the presence 
and assistance of troops. 

Letter signed. 7% large folio pages. 

Endorsed: Williamsburg 1st May 1775. Lord Dunmore (No. 26). 

R[eceived] June 24, 1775. Ent'd. (P. 294) 

[This refers to that famous incident in Virginia history— the removal, 
before daylight on April 20, 1775, of the powder from the public mag- 
azine in Williamsburg. This was really the beginning of the war in 
Virginia. On June 6th, Dunmore, with his family, fled from Williams- 
burg.] 
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Lord Dunmore to Lord Dartmouth. 

'7751 July 12. The " Fowey." — Mr. Corbin, Senior, is one of the most 
influential loyalists in the colony, and his son leaves America entirely on 
account of the disturbances, having found his life in danger because he 
would not join the provincials. He is well informed of the transactions 
in this colony. 

Autograph letter signed. 2 quarto pages. 

Endorsed: Ld. Dunmore July 1775 recommending Mr. Corbin of Vir- 
ginia. ( P. 330) 

["Mr. Corbin, Senior," was Richard Corbin, Receiver General. The 
son was either Francis or Thomas Corbin. Both were in England 
during the Revolution.] 



H. [W.] Byrd to Sir Jeffrey Amherst. 

1775, July 30. Westover. — Impossible now to avoid a civil war. Has 
met with insults and given offence because of his refusal to command 
the army being raised by the Convention to oppose the King's troops. 
The Southern Colonists have been lead to believe by-false accounts that 
they are far superior to the power of Great Britain, and by artful schemes 
have been deluded into rebellion. Requests he may not be considered 
one of the American traitors as he is ready to serve His Majesty, and 
would be glad of an opportunity to convince the Virginians of their 
error and bring them back to loyalty and duty. Asks that an answer to 
this letter may be enclosed to General Gage and thence forwarded to 
him by water, if no ships are sent to this colony. 

Autograph letter signed. i\A, quarto pages. 

Endorsed 011 wrapper: Mr. Byrd to Sir Jeff. Amherst. (P. 340) 

[The writer was Colonel William Bryd, of Westover, third of the 
name there. He had inherited a very great estate, which he wasted ; 
was a member of the Colonial Council and colonel of a Virginia reg- 
iment in the French and Indian War. He was an amiable and accom- 
plished man and made a creditable record as an officer, though his con- 
duct of an expedition against the Cherokees had given some dissatis- 
faction. The most interesting portion of his letter is his statement that 
he had been offered the command of the Virginia forces. There has 
been a tradition to this effect, but this letter is the only known evidence 
in regard to it. It is absolutely certain that no formal offer was ever 
made to him, for there is no mention of it in any public record. It is 
probable that some of the more conservative public men in the eastern 
portion of the Colony approached him privately in regard to the matter. 
It can be safely assumed that if the subject had ever been brought before 
any of the conventions, Colonel Byrd would have stood no chance of 
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being chosen to command. Though so strongly loyal in his sympathies, 
he committed no open acts of resistance to the revolutionary government 
in Virginia, and lived at "Westover" undisturbed until his death on 
January r, 1777. See this Magazine for his will and various notices ot 
him, IX, 80; XII, 205; XIII, 229; XV, 435; XVI, 133, &c, &c.J 



Robinson Corrections (January, 1911). — For " Mary Ann Shep- 
heard" read "Mary Ann Shepherd"; for "Clara Holt" read "Vara 
Holt"; for " Irena Temple " read " Irma Temple " ; for " Lewis Brax- 
ton" read "Louise Braxton." 



Hougham. — Any information of Gervas Hougham and his descend- 
ants. Gervas Hougham was an Episcopal minister who was sent from 
England to Maryland to build the Established Church. It is supposed 
he came to Maryland about the years 1725 to 1740. He married and 
died in Maryland. He is buried near the Potomac River, but near what 
city or town is not known. 

Mrs. M. B. Higgins, 336 Fifth Avenue, Joilet, 111. 



Pugh. — Was Jesse Pugh, who lived in Frederick county, Va., in 
1734, a descendant of Ellis Pugh, the Quaker preacher? His wife's 
name and children's names desired. He had a son, Jesse Pugh, who 
divorced his wife. Was her name Ann Pugh, who died in 1801 ? Chil- 
dren's names — Josiah, Annie, Isaac. 

Mrs. L. Norvell, 1628 Franklin St., Beaumont, Tex. 

Christian. — In the inventory and appraisement of the personal estate 
of John Christian, made at Staunton, Va., May 6, 1783, and recorded 
October 21, 1783, show that there were two family Bibles listed as a part 
of the assets of the estate and were no doubt sold at public auction 
along with the other personal property, and for the past two years I 
have made every effort in my power to locate them, and I appeal to you 
for assistance. One of the Bibles, I imagine, was that of Gilbert Chris- 
tian, the emigrant, and from it I hope to gain the family record it is sup- 
posed to have. I have made inquiry of every known descendant with 
no result, and it is possible they have fallen into the hands of someone 
to whom they are of no value, or else they might have fallen into the 
hands of some historical society, and I would thank you very much to 
make an effort through " The Virginia Magazine " to locate them, and, 
if any expense, I will remit you. 

Mrs. Charles E. Francis, Bedford, Ind. 
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Vincent, Woodford, Robinson, Lance, &c. 

Mrs. A. Robinson, 137S Granville Place, St. Louis, Mo., would like to 
know the ancestry of Joseph Vincent and wife Lucy Jobentz of Virginia; 
William Woodford and wife Fanny Howe, of Harrison county; Nelson 
Robinson and George Lance, of Upshur county; Martha La Huff, who 
married a De Moss, and Elizabeth Warren, who married a Harper. 



[A Defence of William and Mary College and Virginia 
Grammar Schools, 1786 ] 

[This letter is evidently in reply to another previously published, and, 
apparently, the first part is saracastic. The " University " referred to 
was William and Mary. Nesbitt's Academy was probably in Georgia. 
The one man educated outside of the State who was above mediocrity 
was probably Madison. Mr. Maury, head of the grammar school in 
Williamsburg, was probably Rev. Walker Maury.] 

A Gentleman who stiles himself A Countryman, recommends it to us 
to be contented with the productions of our own country. To a people 
so totally devested of national pride as the Virginians, this must be 
applicable. For not only the productions of our soil, whether from the 
spontaneous gift of nature, or the reward of industry, but even those ol 
the scholar and mechanic are jumbled into one confused, indiscriminate 
mass, of contemptible things. Hence the bounties of nature are abused, 
the exertions of industry checked, the efforts of genius sunk to insigni- 
ficance. Why else should we see nature's most delicious fruits ungath- 
ered, a most grateful soil uncultivated, genius neglected, and ingenuity 
starving ? But as this is a subject too copius for general discussion, I 
will only confine my observations to one point: An idea has lately gone 
abroad, and seems to be daily gaining ground, that there is not a school 
in this country at which a parent can trust his child. 

Dissipation, they say, takes the lead at the University. As to the 
inferior schools— this is superficial— that wants attention— they are im- 
moral at one, and extravagant at another. 

But begin at Nesbitt's Academy, and travel on quite to Cambridge in 
Massachusetts, and you find none of these imperfections. Let me en- 
treat you, however, not to be too hasty in this matter. It is an estab- 
lished principle in human nature, that the distant object at which it 
grasps, always please the imagination with promises of greater enjoy- 
ment, than possession ever gives. Only ask the youth who has been at 

both P n and W and M C e, and he will tell you, 

that the dissipation of the former exceeds that of the latter, as far as the 
numbers of the one exceed those of the other. Ask your own judg- 
ments, and experience, how many great characters there are in the State 
which, if educated at all, are not the sons of W m and M y. 
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View the rising characters and say, where those were educated, which 
promise to tread in their steps. I believe on this view it will readily be 
yielded; that there is but one man educated out of the State, who either 
has already risen, or promises to rise, much above a state of mediocrity. 
You therefore, have the best inducements to cherish and patronize your 
own schools, and ye must do so, if ye wish or expect them ever to be 
great, or even useful. Here too, as well as in many other things, you 
have the advantage of your sister States, but you want attachment, and 
policy to make a proper use of it. Is there a seminary in the whole 

union so generously endowed as W and M C e? Is 

there one which has abler Professors ? Can you find Professors more 
pointed in their attention to the rules prescribed them by the Visitors ? 
It is true experience seems to have taught both the Professors and 
Visitors, that the late regulations are more pleasing in theory, than 
reducible to practice. Those, therefore with a reform; and these, if they 
regard the duties of their office, will accomplish it. It then only rests 
with yourselves to make it extensively useful and great. But remem- 
ber, liberal supplies to your sons, are ever the bane to study, a power 
to change their board and lodging whenever they please, and wherever 
fancy directs, creates a latitude of thought which is visible in their whole 
deportment; and thus indulged, it is readily conceived, what is to fix 
the gay, giddy youth. You may, however, remove your sons, if you 
please, but experience will teach you, Celum non animum mutant, qui 
trans mare currunt. The youth who cannot attend to his studies in 
Williamsburg will not any where else. There are, there must of neces- 
sity be, less seducements in that reduced, sober, retired village, than in 
the thriving towns of our sister States. As to your Grammar Schools, it 
is hard indeed, that out of such a number you cannot find one to please 
you. There is a line of them, from Alexandria to Prince Edward. 
Neither can that of Williamsburg have escaped your notice. Take a 
view of all these — see which has most to recommend it to your attention. 
For my part, I have trusted my sons at the last mentioned, and am 
pleased. The superior commodiousness of the building, the healthiness 
of its situation, and its vicinity to the University, where my sons can 
finish their literary course, give it the preference with me. Besides, it 
has two advantages, which no other school in this State can boast. It 
appears, from Mr. Maury's advertisement, that it is subjected to the in- 
spection of a most respectful Board of Visitors, and his evening exercises 
are what you find in no other school. These must effectually secure the 
morals of your sons. The report of such men as a Wythe, a Blair, a 
Madison, &c, holding it up to their fellow-citizens as an object worthy 
of their attention, ought to gain it your confidence. Besides, the plan 
of the school is more extensive than any other, and Mr. Maury seems to 
have ventured much to accommodate the public. If this do not please 
you, turn you attention to some other ; but let me entreat you not to in- 
dulge the thought that your sons cannot be as well instructed, that their 
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morals cannot be as secure in your own State as in any other. We 
should suppose that it would be grateful to the feelings of a parent to 
have a near view of the character who is to form the morals and culti- 
vate the genius of his son— that it would be pleasing to those of a citizen 
to contribute to the advancement of his own seminaries, and form his 
son on that theatre on which he is to display his talents, and to which, 
as they have not been weaned by a removal into other countries, their 
affections will be riveted. But let me ask you if the bulk of your citi- 
zens, who can afford their sons a liberal education, send them out of the 
State, how will it be possible for your schools to be respectable without 
the resources to be derived from the most wealthy, without the patron- 
age and of interest of the most important characters ? You, in fact, de- 
prive your teachers of every stimulus — pecuniary inducements are gone; 
the importance of his character sinks on a level with his thin school ; he 
thinks his countrymen suspicious and ungrateful, therefore does not feel 
that propensity to exert his powers, and improve his faculties in their 
service, which you will always find where the professor sees he is looked 
up to, and feels that his forming hand is to give the tract to the bulk ot 
the rising youth ; cherish, therefore, and support your own grammar 
schools, which you should consider as nurseries for the University — and 
that, you should regard, as the only proper place for the general resort 
of your youth, where they are to receive their last polish from one 
hand, and like brothers cast in one mould, and emulous which shall 
shew most striking proofs of affection and contribute most to the aid of 
their parents, shall be united in their efforts for their country, the com- 
mon parent of us all. 

Philomathes. 

From The Virginia Gazette and American Advertizer, Richmond, Va., 
June 28, 1786. 



